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RI Law Enforcement gets DOJ funding for bulletproof vests

The Department of Justice is awarding twenty-four Rhode Island law enforcement agencies a
total of $299,758 to purchase more than 1,000 bulletproof vests. 

The Department of Justice announced nearly $29 million in funding nationwide to over 4,500
law enforcement agencies for the purchase of vests through the Department of Justice's
Bulletproof Vest Partnership Program. The grant awards are expected to fund the purchase of
over 213,000 vests for public safety officers nationwide. 

Administered through the Bureau of Justice Assistance (BJA), a component of the Department's
Office of Justice Programs (OJP), the Bulletproof Vest Partnership Program provides for up to
half the cost of bulletproof vests to eligible units of local governments. Each jurisdiction may
purchase one vest per officer per year, and all vests must meet or exceed standards developed by
OJP's National Institute of Justice (NIJ). Since 1999, over 12,000 jurisdictions have participated
in the BVP Program, with $173 million in federal funds committed to support the purchase of an
estimated 450,000 vests.

Here is the list of RI recipients:

For more information about the Bulletproof Vest Partnership Program, see the Bureau of Justice
Assistance news release announcing the awards. 

http://www.ojp.usdoj.gov/newsroom/2006/BJA06074.htm
http://www.ojp.usdoj.gov/newsroom/2006/BJA06074.htm
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